
THE SIMS FAMILY 

BY 
Mrs. W ,R , Ras t a l l  

Chester,  Ark, 

Thfs a r t f e l e  would not  be poss ib le  f o r  me t o  do without t h e  help  of members 
of t h e  family now l i v i n g ,  J O E o  Barron, Elmer Sims, Alfred Creekmore, and others ,  
old neighbors an? f r i e n d s  of t h e  family fncluding Vesta and Roy Fmlow and t h e i r  
sister, Mrs, DoMo Thrasher, Miss Alice McClendon, h e n  and I s a b e l  France and others;  
a l s o  t h e  many references of archives and h i s t o r i a n s ,  Thfs inc ludes  Miss Cla ra  BO 
Enors  His tory  of Crawford County. 

Beginning with t h e  first ancestor  located i n  Vescendants and Connections of 
Henry Duke, Counsilorn, I f ind  (1) Zacharfah S h s o  H i s  son, Brfgg Sims of V f r -  
g i n i a  married Francis  Duke, a daughter of B u m e l l  Duke and Francis  (Hawkins) Duke 
of Warren County, N o C .  on Feb, 25, 1796, Francis  was born in 1778, s o  she  was 
1 8  years  old a t  t h a t  time, This couple moved t o  Bedford County, Tenn,, where 
Brfggs d ied  i n  1832, The same year hfs  widow moved t o  Green County, Missouri, 
where s. 2 died i n  181,9, The children of Briggs and Francis  (~uke) Sims l i s t e d  fn 
t h i s  boos- are: Francis ,  Burwell, Samuel, Duke, William and Henry. 

There is  some b e l i e f  t h a t  t h i s  Briggs Sims is the  f a t h e r  of George Washington 
Sims ( ~ f r s t  i n  Crawf ord county) , I belfeve t h i s  t o  be an e r r o r  i n  t r a n s c r i b i n g  
nates ,  which is always a human element and very l i k e l y  i n  t h i s  case ,  G o  W, S h  
was born i n  Virginia,  Jan, L!+, 1777, and died  i n  Crawford County on Jan. 1, 1890. 
Briggs was not married m t i l 1 7 9 6 - - n i n e t e e n  years  Eater,  This Briggs must have 
been a b ro the r  and both he and G,W., t h e  sons' of Zacharfah,who was l i v i n g  dur ing 
t h e  ~rnericcan Revolution and had a war record,  Both Zachariah and h f s  wife were 
born i n  America and s o  were t h e i r  parents ,  They were of English decent ,  Thfs 
may seem unusual but caueasions had then been l i v i n g  i n  Vi rg in ia  longer than Arkan- 
s a s  has been a s t a t e ,  Few women lived i n  Virginia  until a f t e r  1619, when England 
began sending women over t o  make homes f o r  t h e  p lan te r s ,  If these  women were wi l l fng  
t h e  p l a n t e r s  could marry them by p a y h g  120 pounds of tobacco f o r  t h e i r  s h f p  passage. 
So, if w e  have a Vi rg in ia  ancestor  t h a t  ea r ly ,  he l i k e l y  paid f o r  h i s  wife wi th  120 
pounds of tobacco, and we might p re fe r  t h a t  t o  them marrying Amerfcan Indians cis t h e  
Spanish had done i n  F lo r ida  f o r  over 50 years A t  t h a t  time th5re  were over 200,000 
settlers i n  Flor ida ,  Be t h a t  as  it may, t h e r e  a r e  few who bad American m c e s t o r s  
t h a t  e a r l y  having no Indian blood, 

The l i f e  of George Washington Sims is very fn te res t fng  t o  me, no t  oniy because 
he l ived  t o  such a g r e a t  age, but due t o  the  many i n t e r e s t i n g  th ings  he d id ,  axxi 
t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  period of h i s to ry  i n  which he I iv tdo He was born dur ing the  Revoh-  
t i o q a r y  War and remembered iqcidents  of t h a t  time, He was four  years old when Gen, 
Benjamin Lincoln (ances tor  of Abraham Lincoln--16th pres ident)  received t h e  SWOPJ 
af Gen, L ~ r d  Cornwallis when he surrendered a t  Yo~ktown, Va,, 1781, end when tho  
peace t r e a t y  was signed a t  Par is ,  he was s i x  years old,  When Washington was hA3.IIg3- 

r a t e d ,  he was 12 years o ld ,  He l ived through the Revolution, t h e  French and English 
War, t h e  C iv i l  War, Texas and Mexico War of Independence and t h 5  War between t h e  Uo50 
and Mexica; a l s o  the  Black Hawk War, He went wfth t h e  49ers t o  the  C a l i f o r n i a  gold 
rush  aild i a  reported t o  have b u ~ i t d  go ld  d m i n g  the  C i v i l  War t o  prevent it befmg 
s t o l e n  by the  Union s o l d i e r s  and Bushwhackers, as  many o the r  people of Crawford 
County were forced t o  do, 



H e  married t h e  daughter  of Michial McVreath (Rachael) i n  1798, He w a s  one of 
4 children-seven boys and seven girls--Re was f i rs t  and Burwell ( n ~ w l n )  was l a s t ,  
eorge Washington Sims and hfs w i f e ,  Rachaef had sever1 chi ldren;  four came t o  
rawford County with hip and h5.s s e c o ~ d  wife. They a r e  Mrs. ELfzabeth Eddy of 
rawford Comty,Mrs , Clar inda  Rankin of Crafg County, Ark,, Mrs , Nancy P r i c e  of 
i s s o u r i  and Benjamin Frankl in  Sims of Crawford county, G. W. S imqs wife, Rachad, 
fed i n  Warren County, Tenn,, i n  1854, The same year  he married Ramy Hamlln, o 
fece of Pres ident  John Q, Adams, She was born f n  Hardin County, Tenn,, 1826, 
,W, and h fs  second w i f e ,  Naney both d ied  i n  Crawford C o m t y  and a r e  buried at the 
aught cemetery, They l ived  on a farm f o r  many years  nea r  t o  ShepBe~d  spring^. 

George Washington Sfms had g r e a t  courage and fort i tude-hard t o  eompreherrdi 
r t h i s  day of rapfd t r a n s i t - t o  have t r ave led  s o  many thousand miles by Conestoga 

other  vehicle,  over mountains, through f o r e s t s ,  ac ross  r f v e r s  and d e s e r t s ,  The 
ople of these  wagon t r a i n s  c a r r i e d  t h e i ~  laws with them, These l a w s  were l a r g e l y  
unwritten code of e t h i c s  by whfch they f e l t  rnprally bound t o  abide, Thfs code 

came obsolete a s  years went by--jmt a s  many etwly s t a t u t e s  of w r i t t e n  law d id ,  a s  .+ 
e blue laws, etc.  For  ins tance ,  one l a w  which was e s s e n t i a l  a t  the t h e ,  t h a t  of 
4-g a man f o r  horse stealing--perhaps--for it amounted t o  murder when pr man's 
1 h i s  family9s  l i f e  depended upon h i s  horse. But as time went by this was sra 
3g-r t h e  case and such pena l ty  was no longer argument, pet t h e r e  were men who 
lid s a t h e r  exerc i se  authori ' ty than n a t u r a l  Justfee then as now. 

G o  W, Sims served in t h e  War of 1812 a s  a P r i v a t e  in Captain Joseph BrockDs 
lpany of Cavalry, County of Madison - 82nd Regiment of Vragfnfa MiPftia, Ije 

l a t e  years he received a ' pension f a r  h i s  war s e m f e e ,  

L i t t l e  is knom t o  me of t h e  sisters of Benjamin FrankPiln Siw and t h e i ~  
i l f e s ,  He owned land i n  See, 33-Tnsp. 12=R, 30 West and t h e  home now occupied 
J o  E, Barron and h i s  family  of Chester  before 1881, He moved from tA%s a r e a  
n home Rear where Lake F o r t  Smith now %s and a11  of h i s  ehfUren were bobn the% 
Katherine and she was born on the fam j u s t  west of 5.a home mentioned abort, 

Children of G .I!, S h s  and Rachael McFreath Sims: 1. M m ,  E l f  zabeth Eddy of 
r f o d  county. 2, M r s ,  C lar fnda Rankfn of Craig  County, Ark. 3, Mrs, Naney Price, 
.ngffeld, M o o  4 .  Richard - lest a t  sea 5. Robert died I n  C a l i f ,  60 W i l l f m ,  no 
,, and 7. Benjamin Franklfn ,  

Benjamin Frankl in  Sims married Emelfne Lee, a daughter of Edwax-d and S a b a  
kin) Lee, They had t h e  following tea ehfldren:  
ena marrfed Albert  S ~ c o .  They had t h r e e  children-Thomas Frankl in ,  Phlfe ,  
nd one die? i n  infancy. 
t l l fam married Annie Swearfngen. 
s s t  marrfed a Mfss Ki lpa t r fck ,  
iura marrfed James Baker, 
Lice married e. Mro Groeate, 
.bert married Rebecca Wright, Thefr chf23rtn;  Frank married S t e l l a  Tee~gut 
,hey have a son, ~ o b e r t ?  am3 Ray married TwiLa Cab- they  have a davghter, 
~becca. 
t h e r i n e  marrfed f i r s t  Claud Lo Swearirigen, They had one son, Claude Lo 3r0 
e had World Kar 1 record,  given I n  t h e  July HerfSage of" 1958). After 
aude Lo Swearlngen, Sr. died,  Katherine marrSed Davia' Mo Barren. "rep ha3 
r e e  chi ldren,  James Edgar (married K e l h   ones), They have 02e son, Joe Eax, 
rn Jan,  6, 19/7. 2, Albert ,  served i n  World War 11 m d e r  Geaeraf Pattalr,, 
) Maxine is married t o  Vic to r  Pe te r s  . They have a daughter ,  Vicki,  
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9, Emmeline married Alfred Creekmore, They have four  chi ldren,  Junior spent  many 
years  i n  the  Navy, He married and has one son, 2, Norma married Mr, Centers  
and has four  chi ldren - Centers - Wendel, Nancy, and Brenda and L i s a q s  f a t h e r ,  
l a t e r ,  3, Nadine married f i r s t  a Mr, Rush and had a son, Joe  Alfred, who is 
marrfed a t  t h i s  time, Nadine l a t e r  married a M r ,  Dias, rho was k i l l e d  i n  a 
o a r  wreck. They had a daughter, Paula, 4 ,  Betty Jean, a daughter, was k i l l e d  
by a c a r  i n  Mountainburg a t  nine years,  

Emeline and Elmer a r e  twins, I l i s t  him as  NO, 10 of t h e  fami 1yo 
10, Elmer married P e a r l  Creekmore, They have two sons: Jack married Eutonia Kinnfck 

a d  Lee a r a ~ r i e d  Marie, Their chi ldren are: Jesse, Mmtha and Lfxx3ao 

Elmer Sfms, a son of Benjamin Frankl in  Sims believes t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  was born 
i n  Georgia, The family l ived  i n  Tenn,, most of t h e k  married years  ht may have 
l i v e d  in Georgia f o r  a tfme, It is  c e r t a i n  they traveled many hundreds of miles 
by covered wagon before reachfng Arkansaso Benjamfn Frankl in  Sfms and h i s  w i f e ,  
Emelfne ( ~ e e )  Sfms a r e  buried i n  the  Basham cemetery near t o  Mountainburg, Ark, 

Continuing with t h e  chi ldren of t h e i r  daughter, Lena Sims and h e r  husband, 
Alber t  Simco: 
1, Alice Lee ( ~ l l i e )  married Welter Jackson, They had no chf ldren,  
2, Tihons Frankl in  Sfmeo marrfed Iva Peters ,  April,  l9I.4, They had seven ch i ld ren ,  

one daughter and s i x  boys: 1, A l m a  Lee marrfed Walter R o  R a s t d l ,  Jr, 7/16/53- 
no chi ldren,  2, Hayden, k i l l e d  i n  plane crash  in Ind ia  dur ing World War 11, 
died s i n g l e ,  3, W i l l i a m  married Bet ty  Kfmes, They have t h r e e  l i v i n g  ch i ld ren ,  
1 , ) ~ a ~ d e n  2 , ) ~ t a n l e y  and 3 , ) ~ e n n i f e r .  One son died i n  infancy, 4, Jack 
married Faye Burchfield, no chi ldren,  5, David Douglas marrfed Geneva Hesser, 
They have three chi ldren,  Barbara Anne, Mitchel anel Dale, and a step-son, 
Norman, 6 ,  Joseph Sydney married Vfrginia Poteet ,  H e  spent  two years i n  t h e  
Armed Forces and h o 3 s  o Masters Degree from t h e  Univers i ty  of Arkansas, No 
ch i ld ren ,  7, Thomas Frank married Je ra ld ine  Osborn, They have one ch i ld ,  Thomas 
Neal, Thomas spent  four  years i n  t h e  Armed Forces and hoXs  a Masters Degr'ee 
from t h e  Unfvtrsf ty  s f  Arkaasas0 

There may be others  r e la ted ,  but they can t r a c e  a t r e e  f o r  themselves from t h e  records 
given here ,  I have l i s t e d  the  ones t h a t  I located,  

OLD OEEJS AND TAX RECORDS OF CULPEFPER COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

In  1782, Zaehariah Sims paid taxes  on 160 acres of Land, James Sfms paid t a x e s  
on 32Q A , ,  Edward Sims pafd on 370 A, ,  Thomas Sfms paid on 196 A,, Richard Sims paid 
on 116 A,, Elf  jah Sims p a i  d on 376 A,  and James Sims paid on 250 A. I n  1783, Zaeha- 
r i a h  so ld  h i s  :and - 160 A, t o  John Milbank and Sam Delph, H i s  name does n o t  appear 
on t h e  t a x  records a f t e r  t h a t  date,  s o  t h i s  must be the  tfme he moved t o  North 
Caro l ina ,  

KENTUCKY REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS l ists  from Bath Co,, a John Sfms-Age 79-in 
pension book sf 1840 a s  a P r iva te  in Virginia-died fn 1830, The Shelby County, 
Kentucky MAFiRIAGES list a Thomas Sfms married Lucinda Hudson on Nov, 9, 1858, 

V I R G I N I A  STATE D,A,R, ROSTER lists: 
L t ,  Cok, Charles Sims, born i n  Wfhfngton Coo, 1755, He died in Alexandria, Va,, 
1819, m d  Edward Sims born fn Chester f ie ld ,  1761, died i n  Pmhatan,  2833, I do 
not  know if these  l i s t e d  from Kentucky o r  D l o A o R o  records are r e l a t e d  t o  the C r a w -  
fo rd  County Sims but  give this data  i n  ease it may be u s e f u l  i n  secur ing D,A,R, 
membership or cornpLeting f amf l y  r e z o ~ d s  , 



A copy of the deed t h a t  Zac hariah Sfms made t o  John Milbank and Sun Delph could 
! had by wri t ing the County Clerk of Calpeppea Cotmty, Va,, and paying fo r  the 
, s t  of copybg, Su;h a deed would be very fn'cerestixg and would l ike ly  show tne 
me of his  wife and a l l  of h i s  chfldren as  such Virginia deeds did a t  t h a t  tfr&eo 
have such a deed made by my f i r s t  American ancestors of" Virginfa, It was mads 
Samuel and his  wife, h r y  Merrifieid. It contained the  names of the* NINE 

~f ldren ,  They reached 'Whehester i n  Fredrfek County, Virginia, Aug, 12, P91;7, 
be deed was recorded A p r i l  4 ,  17650 

REVOLUTIOEJARY RECORD BF ZAC HARIAH S IbbS -- 
A l i s t  of claims f o r  so ld iers  recruited f o r  the s t a t e"  quota of January, 

'81, of Culpepper County, Virginia, lists; Zaehariah Sfms, and many others who 
.y be ancestors of Crawford County peopleo This shcms t h a t  Zacharfah was a 
~ I d f e r  of the Revolutionary War and shoald answer f o r  DoAoRo  membershfp i f  a l l  
ie other data  furnished is acceptable, 
**+*.+~+++*~~dc******dt+)t.)t)F**a.)c***********Jc******+Y+*+***********+)t******+.w***sty.****+ 

;he f o f l m h g  g i f t s  bel~ngfng  t o  the  Shibley famfly are on display fn the  
cfetg 's  museum cme a% the Van Buren Public Library, They were presented to 
e Society by &so Hwry B, Shfbley, Coffeyvflh,  Kansas; 

Handmade baby dress and bonnet af Harry B , SMbley, SF, worn year he was 
born, 1868, Born i n  Van Buren; a l s o  a picture,  

Handnade quf$&ed n o d  wom by Harry B, Shibley when he was three years old, 
18?P0 4, 

Picture: Four gezeratians of Henry Shfbley Family, Photograph made on Dee, 
1, 1901, Each ape the firs$ born sf the  fbs t  b m  fn  each generationo 

1. Rev, Hemy Shfbley, ear ly  day Crawford County educator and Mixibter crf 
The Disciples of Chris t  ( ~ h ~ f s t f o ; n )  denominatim, 86 years 02.~3, 

2, I o H o H o  Shfbley, lst Lt, in Co, G ,  22nd Ark, Rego ( ~ f r f l  war), who PI.d 
three years ser r fce ,  Camp emposed of Crawf ord C o ~ ~ t p  men, Van Bnxrccxt 
wholesale grocer and merchant far many years, 62 years oldo 

So Harry B, Shibley, S r Q y  wholesale grocer, printer,  bookkeeper and educator 
%D fo45.r s t a t e s  s c h o ~ l S  f o r  the 69af0 33 years 023, i 

4 ,  Harry B o  Shibley, Jro, niae mos%b oTd, 

THE CONFEDERATE ARMY, a t  the s t a r t  sf the way, eomsis';sd of seme 36,000 
h n t e e r s  and mil i t i a  a;~eady mastered a d  is, tne field; 23 eddftfol?, active 
:mit ing went on after March 6 t o  sbat in  t h o  full qwfa of 400,000 men cathor- 
ed by the Confederate Congress at that time, 

rom Facts aboudc The C k ~ i l  War by The C i , v f f  Bar Centemia; Gommfssioa) 


